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2006. ISBN 0-596-00841-4 £20.99/$29.99

The'Missing Manual' series has developed from its
original intention of providing manuals for computer
software and hardware, when these were not provided 'in
the box', to a series of basic texts on awide variety of
topics. The connection to computing is still there, of
course, since, in this case, digital photography involves
Interaction with computers for manipulating the images
and with online services for printing, managing and
sharing.

The basic intentions of the book are set out on the back
cover: it aims to enable you to get to grips with your
digital camera, learn how to take better pictures, edit your
photos with the aid of your PC and share your pictures
online with friends and family—or just anybody.

To achieve these aims, the book is divided into four parts:
Digital camera basics; Organizing your photos; Editing
your photos; and Sharing your photos.

In the first part, the differences between different types of
digital cameras are explained, distinguishing between
simple 'point and shoot' cameras and the digital single lens
reflex, and explaining the arcane matters of image
resolution, memory capacity, digital zoom, automatic vs.
manual operation, white balance, etc. The technical detail
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reveals one of the problems of any text in this area: the
technology leaps ahead faster than one can keep up with
(and certainly faster than one | afford to change my
camera): so, in thelist of resolution and maximum print
size, the range goes up only to 8 megapixels (giving a
maximum print size of 16 x 22 inches, i.e., asmall
poster!), whereas there are now two or three 10 megapixel
'pro-am' cameras available.

All of thistechnical stuff is explained in non-jargon
terminology, and where there isjargon, the reason for
using it and what it meansis carefully explained. There's
also a sense of humour evident; for example, this on the
RAW format:

RAW stands for nothing in particular, and
it'susualy written in al capital letterslike
that just to denote how imposing and
important serious photographersthink it is.

Personally, | stick with the normal jpeg output from my
Canon D350, but one of these days | must give RAW ago,
since, given the appropriate manipulation software, you
can do practically anything with the picture including, as
the book points out, changing the lighting.

This part of the book also offers |ots of good advice on
taking pictures, from panoramas to sports action and using
your phone camera (terrible quality still, in my experience,
but better than nothing if it happens to be the only camera
you have at that crucial moment).

Part two gets into organizing your pictures, either on your
own PC or online. This covers transferring the pictures
also, and includes a section on scanning in prints.
Inevitably, in this section, thereis a possibility that the
software referred to will not be available to you, but the
principles are solid and should enable you to use whatever
software you wish for file organization. Use of the My
Pictures folder in Windows XP is dealt with as are Kodak's
EasyShare and Googl€e's Picassa. | use the latter all the

time and wouldn't be without it: when | first set it up on
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my machine (even before Google bought it) it found
picturesin placesthat | had completely forgotten about.
Most people will use Picassa simply to organize (and
manipulate) the picturesin their My Pictures (or some
equivalent) folder, but | useit to scan the entire disc, since
there are a\ways, for example, picturesthat I've used in
papers or in managing the journal that | need to find again
and, with Picassa, there they are.

Part three, on editing your photos, brings Photoshop
Elements into the picture, as well as showing how
EasyShare and Picassa can do some of the same kind of
things. However, if you want to get into image

manipul ation beyond what these two freeware packages
can do for you, you will need something like Elements, or,
for the more advanced work Paint Shop Pro (now bought

from Jasc Software by Corel) or Photoshop.

| continue to use Picassa and Paint Shop Pro version 5 (it's
now up to version 11), because I've found that the more
powerful the software, the bigger the learning curve and
you can spend just so much time figuring out what to do
with the software that you don't actually have timeto use it
much. For the vast majority of amateurs, EasyShare or
Picassawill do what you need to have done and both can
produce some interesting effects

Professor T.D. Wilson
Editor in Chief
September, 2006
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